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Christendom. 


MARCH, 1882, 


THE MONTH. 

Tas opening of the Parliamentary Session, on the 7th ult., placed before the 
country, in the terms of the Queen's Speech, the which, after many 
an anxious and protracted meeting of the Cabinet, Her Majesty's Ministers had 
resolved to press on the great council of the nation as of paramount importance 
to be speedily embodied in legislation. The new measures comprise a Local Go- 
vernment Bill for the English and Welsh counties, with provisions for securing 
throughout Great Britain such relief from local rates as may be equitably 
obtained from the Imperial Exchequer; a Bill for the reform of the “ ancient 
and distinguished Corporation of London,” and the extension of municipal govern- 
ment to the ehtire Metropolis; and measures relating to bankruptcy, the repres- 
sion of corrupt practices at elections, the conservancy of rivers, the Criminal 
Code, the Patent Laws, the Seottish Law of Entail, educational endow- 
ments iz Scotland, and education in Wales. In the other portions of the 
speech were stated, with the usual brevity, the main facts, foreign and domestic, 
of national interest. In the reference to the condition of Ireland as compared 
with that described by Her Majesty at the beginning of last year, “signs of 
improvement” were alleged, and “ happy results” predicted. “ Justice,” we are 
told, “has been administered with great efficacy; and the intimidation which has 
been employed to deter occupiers of land from fulfilling their obligations, and 
from availing themselves of the Act of last session, shows upon the whole a 
diminished force.” The speech ended with an appropriate reference to ‘“‘ Him 
by whom kings reign and princes decree justice.” Having announced the legis- 
lative measures mentioned above, Her Majesty added: ‘‘I commend these and 
other subjects with confidence to your care; and it is my earnest prayer that 
your wisdom and energy may, under the blessing of God, prove equal to the 
varied and increasing needs of this extended Empire.” 


~ The debate on the Address in reply to the Speech, which occupied but one . 


night in the House of Lords, and was there carried without a div'sion, was not 
concluded in the Commons until the 14th ult., and was followed by a threo 
nights’ debate on the report of the Address. The Lords thus began by setting an 
example to the Commons in the dispatch of business. An amendment to the 
Address was moved by Mr. Smyth in the interest of the movement which avows 
- &8 its object the repeal of the legislative mion between England and Ireland; and 
not the least remarkable feature of the debate was the tone in which that amend- 
ment was met by Mr. Gladstone. There were those who listened to him with the 
deepest regret that the First Minister of the Crown should have deemed it 


dignified or judicious to treat the avowed objects sought by every section of the 
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Home Rule party, whether im or out of Kilmainham Gaol, as, under the circum. 
stances, debateable or deserving the consideration which they thus obtained. The 
Premier's speech, indeed, was described. by- Mr. Plunket as, in his opinion, an 
invitation to the Parnellites to re-open their agitatign. This was also the view 
professed to be taken by some of the Home Rulers who afterwards addressed the 
| House. In a long and earnest speech Mr. Forster vindicated the course which 
| had been adopted in the endeavour to repress crime and outrage in Ireland. Mr. 
| Smyth's amendment having been rejected, as well as a second amendment proposed 
by Mr. M‘Carthy, in the Home Rule imterest, the Address was carried in a very 

; | thin House. The last speech, by Mr. Sexton, was of great length. It embodied 
_) a defence of the objects and operations of the Land League, and a severe attack 
_upon the Government, especially Mr. Forster. A reply from the Treasury Bench 

| appeared to be expected in some parts of the House, but none was offered. Ona 
: subsequent evening, however, Mr. Gladstone gave some explanations as to his 
- meaning in the remarks, to which we have referred above, on Home Rule. He 
never intended to say more than he had done on previous occasions. His object, 
he said, had been simply to point out thata Home Rule policy, if it was to be 
| . submitted to the consideration of Parliament at all, should be formulated and 
brought before it in a definite and practical scheme. ¥. 


In accordance with constitutional usage, there was no reference in the 
Queen's Speech to the ministerial proposals about to be submitted to the House 
| of Commons for amending its method of procedure. They were brought forward, 

however, on the conclusion of the debates on the Address. The first and the 
most important of a series of resolutions moved by the Prime Minister has called 
forth very diverse expressions of opinion. The new rule, in the form in which it was 


1 


terms, on the ground that it would be fatal to the House if it were to lose the 
respect of the country, which, he thought, would be the result if the proposed 


While Lord Granville was addressing the House of Lords on the first night 
of the session, the noble earl was somewhat disturbed by the tumultuous cheer- 
i. ing which was audible even by the Peers, though proceeding from the Commons, 
“fi at the other extremity of the Palace of Westminster. Pausing in his speech, his 

. lordship inquired of the Lord Privy Seal; who sat near him, what was the occa- 
sion of the unusual noise. ‘Government defeated by fifty-eight!” was the 
 . answer. Such was the fact. The defeat was the end—for that night, at léast, 
oe. _ —of the Bradlangh business. Sir Stafford Northcote had moved, in the 
4 


| 
proposed to the House, provides that no debate shall be closed forthwith, unless 
there be in favour of the adoption of that course a majority of more than two 
handred members, or a of less than 4 ees 
ministerial rule should be adopted. All parties seem to be agreed that some plan 
‘| is required for the purpose of expediting business, and preventing obstruction and 
, delay by a factious minority; but the question is viewed for the most part as s ; 
a matter of party policy; and, althongh some members may take an independent 
+ course, it is likely to be determined as a party question. This is to be regretted, 
2 a friendly understanding among the leaders on both sides might have obtained for 
j such rules as should have commended themselves to their common acceptance an 
' _ suthority which can hardly be looked for from resolutions carried by a party vote 
- to-day, which may be set aside by a party vote on the other side to-morrow. ‘ 
| 
| 


exhibition, and the next day, Ash Wednesday, the House proceeded to action. 
Mr. Bradlaugh again seated himself within the bar, and the House was justly 
incensed. On the motion of Sir Stafford Northcote, a resolution was carried for 
the expulsion of Mr. Bradlangh from the House, in consequence of his having 
disregarded its order, and having, in contempt of its authority, irregularly and 
contumaciously pretended to take the oath required by law. The motion for Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s expulsion was carried by 297 against 80. The House then declared 
his seat vacant, and the issue of a writ for a new election was forthwith ordered. 
The large majority by which Mr. Bradlaugh was expelled, shows the strong and 
healthy feeling of repugnance in the House towards him and his proceedings. 


The House of Lords, on the motion of the Earl of Donoughmore, have re- 
solved, by a majority of 96 to 58, to appoint a Select Committee to inquire into the 
working of the Irish Land Act. Against that Act a very formidable indictment 
was presented by the noble earl in bringing forward his motion. Its results, he 
urged, are materially different from those alleged by its promoters. Where, he 
asked, is the decrease in crime which the Act was passed to bring about? 
“Noble lords in this House discern sigus of improvement, and two days after- 
wards out come the official returns of January, showing a greater monthly 
increase than was ever known before.” Lord Cairns remarked tliat the “ Infant — 
Hercules ” (the Land Act) has strangled the landowners, rather than the Land 
League. Lord Dunraven, in the course of his speech, announced his intention of 
voting against his pariy. In the debate, as a whole, there was a very marked 
preponderance of opinion against the Government. The only vigorous speech in 
its defence was that made by the Lord Chancellor. Three days after the Lords 
had resolved to have their Committee, Mr. Gladstone gave notice, in the other 
House, of his intention to move, on the 27th ult., that. an inqniry into the opera- 
tion of the Land Act is at the present time calculated to defeat the operation of: 
the Act, and to injure the cause of good government in Ireland. The Commons 
were at once thrown into a ferment by the notice. It was described as an unpre- 
cedented expression of censure on the other House. 


The mission of Mr. Errington at the Vatican has been the subject of re- 
peated inquiries in both Houses of Parliament. That that gentleman was not 
invested with any official character was known from the first. But that he was 
there as the medium of communication between the English Government and the 
Papal See is not denied. What he was there for is still uncertain. That he conveyed 
certain information to the Pope's Secretary is admitted, but much else that has — 
been alleged is now denied on authority. He has not, we are told, had any 
negotiation to conduct, no proposal or request made to him, and has received no 
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Mr. Bradlaugh be not permitted to go through the form of repeating the 

) words of the oath. Mr. Gladstone moved the previous question as an indirect 
negative to the motion, and the resuli was as we have stated, the numbers 
being 286 to 228. On the 2th ult., Mr. Bradlangh once more thrust him- 
self before the Speaker; produced a book said to be a New Testament, which 
he kissed, after repeatihg the words of the oath ; and signed a written paper, which 
he produced and left on the table as a substitute for adding his signature to the 
parliamentary roll. The Speaker rose and called “Order!” Tho House was | 
amazed. But Mr. Bradlaugh forthwith took a seat among the members, though : 
he afterwards withdrew. A debate followed on the extraordinary and humiliating 
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curiosity, and the question is likely still to be asked, out of doors, if not in the 
House, what was the object of Mr. Errington’s many visits to the Vatican ? 


| The movement in this country in sympathy with and in aid of the suffering 
Jews of Russia has been during the past month widespread and influential. In 
Parliament, in public meetings held at the Mansion House in London, in Man- 
chester, Edinburgh, and other centres of the national life, expression has been 
given to the feeling which may be said to animate all Englishmen on the subject, 
whatever their religious creed or their political opinions. A fund of considerable 
amount has been raised as one result of the Mansion House meeting, which has 
helped to alleviate the hardships endured by not a few Jews, who have been 
compelled to quit their native land, and have visited this country on their 
way to the United States. Some of these have told the tale of horrors they — 
passed through into English ears, and have confirmed the accounts previously 
transmitted by correspondents. The Christian and the Jew have thus been 
brought into unwonted relations, and common humanity has been the gainer. 


‘The emphatic expressions of opinion by the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 


are very remarkable, as is also the testimony borne by the Chief Rabbi of the 
British Jews, in a letter which will be found at a later page of our present number, © 
to the service rendered to the cause of religious liberty in the persons of his co- 
religionists by the Evangelical Alliance. 

We give elsewhere the substance of the judgment pronounced by the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council in the latest Mackonochie case. The series of 
suits instituted to compel that gentleman to obey the law has dragged its slow 
length along, until now it enters its fifteenth year. And the series is not yet 
ended. The judgment remit: the suit in question to the Court below, to be there 
dealt with on the principles now laid down by the Lords of the Council. They 
refused to pronounce sentence of deprivation, or any other sentence, that being 
the duty of the inferior Court. The Dean of Arches had declined to pronounce 
that sentence, though he held that Mr. Mackonochie had violated the law, because 
Mr. Martin, the promotor, had abandoned the previous suit rather than allow it 
to proceed to the extremity of Mr. Mackonochie being shut up in prison. The 
ground thus taken by Lord Penzance the Judicial Committee deemed to be unten- 
able. Mr. Martin's having abandoned one suit did not deprive hide of his right to 


ask that an appropriate sentence be given in another. Lord Penzance will have to 


consider if deprivation be or be not the appropriate penalty of Mr. Mackonochie’s 


_misdoings, as Mr. Martin alleges it to be, and to give judgment accordingly, and 


should either party be dissatisfied, well, he can appeal again (!) to Her Majesty 
in Council. 

Our Paris correspondence affords mournful evidence of the unsatisfactory 
condition of society across the Channel, and inclines us to the wish that having 
been an island so long, England an island may still continue to be, however 
high, prospectively, may be the dividends of a submarine tunnel to the Continent. 
On’ pacific grounds, too, the, risks of a geographical annexation to Central 
Europe are not pleasant to contemplate, The menaces of a Russian General in 
Paris seem to concern us less under existing circumstances than they mihgt 
under the different conditions in which we might be placed by.a Channel Tunnel 
or two. At all events, it is satisfactory to learn that General Skobeleff has been 
recalled by his Government. Be 
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Foreign 


FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. | 
Paris, February 18, 1882. 
THE GREAT FINANCIAL FAILURE. 

As I said in my last letter, M. Gam- 
betta’s policy has been fatal to himself. His 
fall from the Premiership raised the Funds ; 
on record in France in this century had ruined 
thousands, The “Union Générale,” the 
great Catholic Bank, blessed and 
of by the Pope, and the ark of refuge for 
untold sums, from the 4,000,000 francs of 
Count de Chambord, the 50,000,000 of the 
Jesuits, and hundreds of thousands deposited 
by monastic establishments, down to the 
pettiest savings of curés, priests, and too-cun- 
filent people of small incomes, suddenly 
collapsed. Instead of the El Dorado balance 
proclaimed, an enormous deficit and total 
rain have been the fearful ending of this 
Popish bubble. Suicide after suicide has 


8 


gine to furnish the sinews 
iracies in France 
well known, and consequently the failure 
the more significant. . 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
gives hopes of a better political policy, but the 
rapid gliding down of the nation into atheism 
has necessarily received an impulse almost too 
fearful to contemplate. And it will shortly 
be difficult, if not impossible, to restrain acts 
of violence against the priests und their 
adherents, 
HATRED OF ROMANISM. 

_ ’ We know of a respectable Roman Catholic 
dressmaker in Belleville, who courageously 
with her family goes openly to mass, prayer- 


re 


book im hand. The whole houseful of | 


neighbours have resolved that such conduct 
should no be toleratéd; and every 


annoyance and insult is heaped upon the. 


family at home, abroad, on the stairs, every- 
where, The husband took legal advice : 


should he take the matter before the Court ? 
“No,” said the lawyer, “ it would be useless, 
the current runs too high against Romanism ;” 
and the family for the sake of peace have left 
the house in which they had been located 
twenty-eight vears ! 

THE CHURCH AT MONTMARTRE. 

There is a proposal to expropriate the land 
on which the Church of the Sacré Cour at 
Montmartre has been slowly rising ever since 
the downfall of the Commune, to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the fatal period of its 
rule, and the awful rescue of Paris. Marshal 
MacMahon’s great friend, M. Harcourt, 
Louis Veuillot, the Duke De Broglie, the 
Viscount Mayol de Lupé, were all in the 
Council of Administration of the “ Union 
Générale ;” all the retrograde parties, Orlean- 
ist, Legitimist, Jesuit, Moral Order, etc., were 
Tepresented, and much anxious curiosity is 
excited as to the forthcoming trial. Mean- 
while, what is the aspect of ; 

FRENCH PROTESTANTISM / 

We read the following in one of its chief organs : 
“Our Protestantism had as its task at the 


turmoil ; and the two Churches seemed for a 
time to have forgotten their old enmity. 
During the Restoration the Protestants had 
to resist or suffer sharp assaults from the 
clergy; their attitude was that of defence. 
Under the July monarchy liberty was greater 
and polemics burst out in word and priat, 


but scarcely reached the masses. The Second 


Empire hampered the spread of Protestantism, 
whilet internal strife kept the Churches fully 
occupied with their own party discussions, 
Now the full freedom with which the country 
is opening out before us calls for manly 
effort, and the more we advance the more 


controversy. with Rome .will become for our 
pastors one of the most essential parts of their 


ministry.” Having read the strange conclu- 


sion which thus follows a correct statement of 


the facts, we cry, “ God forbid! it is but one 
more snare of the foe to bring Protestants once 
mote to miss the goal.” But the fact is that 
we can scarcely take upa Protestant paper, or 
listen to a discourse, without meeting strong 
Protestantism, sharp controversy, or biwer 


sarcasmis on Rome. The temptation is some- . 
what like the temptation to preach against . 
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been perpetrated. The heads of the concern 
are in prison, and unjustifiable speculations 
will be brought to light. The blow to | 
Romanism is severe if not fatal, and adds 
one more crash to its crumbling edifice. | commencement of this century to reconstitute 
The Pélerin coolly tells its readers that the | iteelf; and Romanism also had to heal its 
fatal error of the President, M. Bontoux, | wounds received during the revolutionary 
| | 
| 
| 
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| the Germans daring the war, for fear of being| Pastor Armand-Delille has opened the 
| accused of want of patriotiam! So at present, aot © 
to ery against Rome makes a thow of the mourners daily at 3 P.x., at the St. Ouen 
good Republicans, which the peoplepias 1 of 
just now. Straightforward preachi Var, where 
crucified alone saves souls, and 
enemy knows The “surgical” ve 
. of extracting all religion from 
| strongly advocated in high literary « 
1 | while the separation of literature from HZ the Young 
| is ever widening, and this literature 
| religion, or anti-religious, finds ite wa 
| | 
ih 
| 
| 
the 
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rs, 
ng 
am and 
l# people of the better and more 
1 hymns are learnt and the bright 
y them on the memory, innumerabl 
circ ed, and the speakers do 
‘Ea souls show what the harvest wi 
i Pe the showers from on high shall hav 
the workers’ souls ! 


3 He will break your bonds; He 


, COUNT CAMPELLO. 
Count Henrico di Campello has written to 


claim was the notion of his determination 
having been dictated by love of liberty with- 
out bridle and by a spirit of practical atheism. 
“In what does such conduct,” he asks, 
“imply that I am become Protestant; that 
is to say, have abjured the Catholic unity? 
I see it not, unless the word Protestant be 
applicable to the protest raised by me against 
the Papal usurpations ; for, in that serise, I 
am Protestant, and glory in it. If I have 
ceased to be Papist, it is to be more Catholic, 
and after a better fashion ; and in the hope of 
receiving from God grace and strength to do 
some good in His Church.” “ 7 

A correspondent of the Outlook writes from 
Rome that it is certain that Count Campello 
has applied to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
for admission into the Church of England. 
“ What the precise scope of this application 
is” the correspondent goes on to say, “it is 
difficult te conceive. For simple membership 


Count Campello might have applied to the / 


Rectors of any of the three Churches of that 
communion in Rome ; and this indeed he 


i 


: 


St. Paul’s within the walls. Moreover, 
utterly ignorant as he is of the English lan- 


recognised by that Church, in order that he 
may under her auspices, and with her support, 
carry on a work he is said to contemplate for 
proselytizing among the Romish clergy. The 
chief instrument of this accord- 
ing to the Count’s friends, is to be not ‘the 
preached Word’—which indeed, seeing that 
he never i 


much in his line—but a newspaper. This 
scheme is said to be secretly countenanced 
some Romish ecclesiastics of high standing ; 
and there can be no doubt that in the present 
conditions of the Church of a move- 
ment of this sort, ably conducted, and backed 
by sufficient financial support, might lead to 
a serious secession from her fold. But is 
Count Campello the man for this work? This 
is at least doubtful.” 
THE VATICAN. - 
The Pope has issued instructions to all the 
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) which M. Thouvenct was to become a min-,to the candidate were combined. At the 
ister, was M. Pasquet himeelf, There were ordination proper the young man answered 
besides three ministers of the National | the of the formula on his knees, 
Charch of Geneva, two of the Free Church, 
three professors of the Oratoire, one from 
America, one from Holland, and myself. ack 
M. Pertazon, a minister now of the National and the Son, and the Holy 
| Church of Geneva, but formerly minister at 
| Ferney, presided, and, to my surprise, began 
| by saying that the first thing we bad to do was 
, | to agree on a formula, and he would read over 
| one which had been selected by the candidate 
| for ordination. The:formula, which turned 
| out to be one prepared by a committee of the 
Evangelical party in the National Church, 
| was a very simple one, to which we could all 
| heartily assent. Being thus constituted « 
) Presbytery for the time, with a confession of | ecclesiastical authority. It was voluntarily | 
| af faith that bound us at least so long as we | solicited by the candidate, and voluntarily 
were together, we adjourned to the church | engaged in by those who assisted. This gave 
close at hand, which was already crowded. it all the more sense of reality, as a ceremony 
| The ceremony of ordination was fanda-| not necessary to give the young minister his 
mentally the same as our own [Presbyterian]. | official position, but necessary to set him 
3 Most of the ministers had their robes on, | apart for the real work in which he was to 
| ) which gave the ceremony rather a more im- | be engaged. 
8 posing appearance. The sermon and address 
ITALY. 
| ) would appear to have done, for he recently 
iH a the Paris Temps a letter in which he states | rector of the American Episcopal Church of 
4 explicitly that he has not joined any denomina- 
tion whatsoever detached from the Catholic 
+3 communion. With the Papal Church he | guage, the ex-Canon could hardly aspire to a 
18 has broken. What he was anxious to dis- | charge as a regular clergyman of the Church 
tee of England. Altogether the most probable 
: 
ne with the Methodists, would not seem to 
| 
3 
4 
Bishops and Clerical Committees throughout 
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the 
her weakness and in the sorrows of her 
seeks to become her master, that he may con- 


fortunate awakening of the ladies of Milan 
on this subject. An independence of mind, 
fortified by study and labour, has arisen. 
We see the operatives grouping themselves 
together for mutual succour; we see them 
careful of the health of their families ; we 
see them stretching out the loving hand of 
charity to the fallen, that they may relieve 
the miseries which nature and society have 
created. This awakening of the female to 
the work of beneficence is doubted by the 
Osservatore Cattolico—that journal of the 
angry clericals, and the enemy of all pro- 
gress. At the same time iit significantly 
invokes the institution of a Female Clerical 
Society. This profession was a useless and un- 
necessary one for the information of our people. 
The Diocesan Milanese Committee are well 
known to have been studying the best mode 
for preparing a female battalion. And if 
their intention succeed, we shall soon see 
the peace of our families disturbed by the 
protests and by the intransigenze of these 
adepts in the arts of clericalism. We shall 


ifs 


Majesty on the 7th inst. have been received. 
His Majesty, sensible of the excellent inten- 
tions which accompanied you letter, has com- 


mitted to me the duty of rendering to you 


the interpretation of the Sovereign's thanks. 
With highest consideration, il Mixistro Visone, 
Illustrissimo Signor Francesco Sciarelli, Presi- 
dente di Roma.” 
TWO ROMISH SAINTS. 
“TI am shocked to say,” writee the corre- 
spondent whom we have quoted above, “ how 


Italian journals record that Labre, one of the © 


first four saints’ recently canonized by the 
Pope, was a suicide, and that Alfonzo 


‘d’Orozco, the last beatified, was the intimate 


counsellor of that Philip um. who was so 
celebrated for his cruelty and religious intole- 
rance. Let your readers imagine the effect 
which such words as the following 

on the Italian mind; yet they are found in 
the columns of the unimpeachable paper 
from which I quote, ‘ When that Royal person 
(Philip 11.) condemned to death his son, Don 
Carlos, it was the new saint that gave to the 
father the tremendous advice.’ ” 
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Italy to urge the Catholics on whom the new | see arise in the very bosom of our civilization 
electoral law confers the suffrage to have the most deadly of all foes, because it avails . 
their names inscribed on the electoral lista. | iteelf of the caresses of nature, of the baci di 
Permission to take part in the elections is rights of 
still, however, reserved. of snares 
AGITATION AGAINST THE PRIESTS. 
An Italian correspondent of the Record 
writes - 
Italian | 
undercurrent of agi 
is increasing, as 
priests in Italy. | 
is 
ly 
population be shortly handed o THE KING AND THE PROTESTANTS. 
A meeting of the Young Men’s Christian 
journals af Italy, o joursal th Association was lately presided over by the | 
bought or sold , ex-Lord Mayor of London, in Rome, for the 
largest t inte better obeervance of the Lord’s Day. Follow- 4 
= ing upon that, an account of it has been 
combating the civil power—namely, from the 
black party (@ partite nove). The honest following letter to be written by the Minister 
Visone to the Rev. Francesco Sciarelli, of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church: “ Segretaria 
Particolare, Roma, Jan. 13, 1882.—The little 
work and the letter which you sent to his 
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BVANGBIAVAL CRRISTENDON, Mareh 
GERMANY. 
. (From our own Correspoudent.] is bard to ask 20 much more 
Berlin, February 15, 1882. than from thoes 
ROME AND THE Brats, branches, the Protestant 
Immediately after the opening of net i while no Roman 
Prussian Chambers the new bill, which “vill be. 
intended be a further towards abolisheJ 
| peciic relations tetwons the May Laws takes place. 
| Papal See, was brought before the House of LORD RADSTOCK 
Deputies, The full powers given to Govern. days here on his way to Rosie 
| ment in July, 1880, had only been given for The visite of late of English evangelists have 
| longing an,the, Present bill begins by pro- at least had one advantage, that the daty of 
snging these full powers for another period. evangelising work has come more promi- 
Then the “ bishops’ paragraph,” rejeced than ever before German 
1880, is again introduced, #0 as to enable the “ihe committee of the City Mission intend e 
| bishops to be reinstalled in their dioceses by fa the series of evangelistic mectings 
| amnesty granted by the King. The bill districts, where our poo” 
enlarges the power of the Government to die. Pepnistion lives, at the beginning off met | 
| Ppeuse with certain provisions of the existing winter. tis in general very satisfactory to | 
the May Laws are not touched | 
| rif by it, In negotiations with those who RELIGIOUS WorK 
who know wall ike that of the Pope | is incresing Several auxiliaries of the 
| who know well how to make concessions and serlin City Mission are in course of format. 
to inerease their claims according to convent. vocterent parts of the town, to support tre 
it may be desirable to certain extent work more efficiently, Mr. has 
maintain some strict laws with power not new work—to bring the Ward 
them, but this bill can only be con. these who cannot go to church 
i) sidered as & transitory one, The State must Sunday morning. He has started « plan for 
maintain ite right to legislate on the borde. the “istribution of sermons by mbane of 
} , 3 land between Church aod State; bat the voluntary agents, A number of people were 
i May Laws in some of their clauscs interfer. their assistance, and at proent 
in matters within the Church, A partial rmons are distributed every Sunday 
| revision is therefore necessary ; and this is act Meng % cabmen and other people, Foreign 
~—aly claimed by the Ultramontanes but also mussion work is also making progress The 
f desired by the Conservatives. The Minister new. missionary institute at Brecklum, in 
> for Public Worship admitted that such a Schleswig-Holstein, has just sent out its first 
Triton would have to take place, but he asid four missionaries. At. the same place a 
| that a further step must first be made in the second institute is to be founded, to train 
way now proposed, In the meantime Mr. for SitY missionaries, and other ageats 
z von Schlizer, the German Minister at Wash. for home work. The missionary society 
‘ ington, who is to be appointed Prussian Min- among the students of Berlin, which has 
= ister to the Holy See, has already gone to! exist J for many years, without, however, 
: Rome to conduct negotiations thera) The giving much evidence of life, has also received 
£ of the House of Deputies, brated a fortnight 4g0, for the first time in 
: THE SYNOD OF HANOVER public, and a considerable increase of mem- 
fF has just terminated its session. The new bers might be observed. 
book, which hae created great deal of | THE SUNDAY Iv AUSTRIA. 
sxeitement throughout the province, has sea, there seems to be gradually 
ff voted almost unanimously. The Synod | sng an interest in the Lord’s Day, 
Wishes, especially one for the several of the Cabinet 
Mr Falk in theology. Since | on The Minister for Trade has 
Puttkamer, it has been arranged at the | limited, This is a hopeful beginning, the 
by be held almost exclusively Senerally the least regard 
mem Consistories—the same observance of the Loni's 
Persons who conduct the theological examina. 
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the hat and beard 
bishop demanding that he be kept iv gaol 
ninety-one days for di Since then a 
charge of being rebels has been preferred 


relessed until he should be tried for cursing 
of 


’ against most of the Protestants. I went to 


Salonica again and demanded that a written 

statement be given recognizing the rights 

these Protestants. | 
THE OPENING IN MACEDONIA. 

Mr. Jenney also writes as follows: 

This work in Strumnitsa is the most 
wonderful to me in all Macedonia. Ten 
years ago the Bible and “ Free Worshippers” 
were sold in Strumnitsa, and some who were 
awakened to the truth of the Gospel dared 
not partake of the communion lest they fall 
under condemnation. Some six years ago 
Mr. Baird, while eating at a restaurant owned 
by two of these men, gave to them a tract on 


_ intemperance, which led them at once to give 


up the shop where they sold liquors, as well 
as victuals. Some time after, the bishop, 


and became i On 
their retarn home after their release, they 
found three others who on reading God’s Word 
had decided to be on the Lord's side. One 
of these three was Tanne, who was impri- 
soned. He had heard enough of the truth to 
bunger for more, and learned to read that he 
might investiyate for himself. By the simple 
reading of God's Word, many others are 
persuaded that they have not Leen true 
Christians, and several besides these five hope 
that they have given themselves to God. 
One of these converts soll a field and 


voluntary offering, without my suggestion. 
Some pledged five dollars, and others twice 
that sum. 

I hear of sixteen in Rodovitch, eight 
hours from Strumnitea, who are anxious to 
see us. Our bookseller finds wonderful 
success all over Macedonia. This helper and 
Mr. Baird have sold no less than 130 _liras’ 
worth of books this year. The Turks seem 
to be more and more interested, and buy 
many copies of the Gospels. One intelligent 
priest of Mohammed, who reads the Old and 
New Testament, asked me why I believed in 
Christ as my Saviour. I proved to, him in 
many ways, and to his complete satisfaction, 
the necessity of a Redeemer, and then 
explained how Christ ia that Saviour. He 
thought for a while, and in the presence of 
several ‘Turks he said, “ Yes,-we must have 
a Redeemer, and there is no one but Christ 
who has shown himself as a Saviour, and He 
ts our Saviour.” From many large cities and 
villages we have earnest invitations to come 
and preach the pure Gospel. This is no 
time to be idle, and I must away again. 


CHAPEL-BUILDING UNDER DIFFICULTIES. 


The Rev. Dr. Barnum, of Harpoot, Eastern 
Turkey, one of the missionaries of the 
American Boarl, writing from that station 
to the New York Observer, describes the. 
Sunday preceding the date of his letter as 
having been a day of rejoicing at two out- 
stations, on account of the dedication of a 
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“You do not scknowledge the authority of | fearing the influence of these two men, pre- 
the Church.” “ What Church? To us, ferred charges against them for supplying 
Christ is the Church.” food and money to the rebels in the moun- 
The bishop arose in rage and tried to strike | tains, and they were imprisoned or put under 
Tanne, but he stepped back, and the bishop | bonds in Constantinople for one year. But 
ordered the policeman to take Tanne to gaol. | what Satan intended for the destruction of 
I found Tanne in prison and demanded his Protestantism only increased its inflaence, for 
release, which was granted at once. Sabbath | these men, while in Constantinople, were 
| morning*I preached to forty-five, and held 4 permitted to hear of the trath more Ei 
Bible-reading im the afternoon. At dark, 
Tanne was told by « policeman to go with | 
| him to gaol, but finding that the bishop 
| wished him, I refused to give him up. On | 
Monday « policeman told me that the | 
Governor wished to ask Tanne some ques- 
tions, and I allowed him to go; but this was 
a lie of the bishop, who had thus instructed 
the policeman, for the Governor had left the 
' city early that morning, and Tanne was 
thrown into prison. 
Every one was helpless to counteract the | 
pledged the price, ten liras (forty -four 
; old of the matter wi , req nes dollars), for a place for preachiag services and 
; | of the Vali Pasha perfect freedom to Protes | a school, and will give more. This was his 
| tants in Salonica, and Tanne’s release. The 
phed that if Tanne was in gaol 
a: he be released at once. The 
autporiues dallied over the matter, and on 
; . my return to Strumnitsa I telegraphed that 
tia Tanne was still in prisoo. Another telegram 
| was sent, and the Governor of Strumnitsa 
| telegraphed that Tanne had cursed the beard 
ig and bat of the bishop. Consul-General 
if Blunt again demanded that he be released, 
‘$ 
| 
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ministers were graduated from the institution. | nary, he found time to write more than fifty 
Besides attending to his duties in the Semi- | standard theological works. 
CHURCH STATISTICS. 
The following useful table of religious statistics ie reprinted from our trustworthy and 
valued contemporary the New York Observer - 


No. of Charehes 
, Number of Coramnn 
Name of Denomination. Ministers. 
199 134 14141 
Baptists : 

26,060 16,596 2,296,327 

Free Will aa 1,471 1,294 74,851 

Anti- Mission *900 #400 * 40,000 

Tunkers, or German Boptists.. 710 1,655 *90,000 

Winnebreunarians *400 *350 #30,000 

Mennonites ............. 7120 *90 *20,000 

Seventh M4 80 8,548 

Six Principle Baptists 20 2,000 

we 745 7 394,332 
Episcopalians : 

Reformed .... 54 76 5,432 
Friends .......... *800 — 
Latherans...... 5,865 3,299 302 
Methodists : 4 

Episcopal (Northern) 17,111 11,636 1,700,302 

African M. 1,418 214,808 

M. E. Zion African Church — 1,600 190,900 

Methodist 1,814 113,405 

Methodist E Association 893 112,197 

Coloured M. EB. Charch 688 112,300 

American Wesleyans _ *250 *25,000 

Independent Methodists a 24 12,550 

Primitive Methodists 196 3,210 

Union American M. E. Church = 101 2,550 

United Brethren in Christ ..... 8,079 2,196 157,835 
New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian) *90 *4,273 

orthern 5,598 5,086 581,401 

Southern . 1,967 1,061 121,915 

Camberland ......... ‘i 25 70 1,386 113,933 

United aes 814 704 82,937 

Associated Reformed ......................... 105 89 6,686 
Universalists............. 739 736 88,048 

The Reman Catholic Church reports 5,856 churches, 6,471 priests (bishups included), 
and 6,377,330 population, 
Norz.—In the above table items marked thus [*] are estimated. . 
INDIA. 
THE JUBILEE MEETING OF THE AMERICAN MARATHA MISSION. 


The Rev. Robert A. Hume, of Ahmed- The first missionaries of the American 
nagar, one of the missionaries of the American | Board and American Christians who came to 
Board of Missions, writes as follows to the | Western India reached the country in 1813, 
Boston Missionary Herald: and for eighteen years they worked in the 


. 
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the 
ecclesiastical matters of the churches, has | well expect great things for the 
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judge had no discretion, if the defendant 
were found guilty of canonical offences, If 
the ter had been any o.her person than 
Mr. Martin, who was the promoter on former 
occasions, their lordships could not bat feel 
that the Dean of Arches would have acted upon 
that view of his duty, and their lordships 


fore, humbly advise Her Majesty to reverse 
the sentence of the Sth of June, 1880, so far 


The Rev. F. J. Holland, minister of Quebec 
Chapel, Marylebone, has been appointed to 
the canonry at Canterbury, vacant by the 
death of the Rev. W. Stone. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased 
approve the appointment of the Rev. J. M. 
Strachan, M.D., to the Bishopric of 
vacant by the resignation (owing to the effects 
of an accident, which has resulted in per- 
manent disability), of the Right Rev. J. H. 
Titcomb, p.p. Dr. Strachan, who is an 
erdained medical man, is a very able and 
excellent missionary of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts 
at Madras, where he is also the Secretary of 

CONVOCATION OF CANTERBURY. | 

Both Houses of the Convocation of Canter- 
bury met at Westminster on the 14th ult. 
In the Upper House, which was i 
over by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of Peterborough moved a resolution 
declaring its “pain and disapproval” that 
Mr, Green, of Miles Platting, is suffering im- 
prisonment; and that the proceeding on the 
part of the rs of the suit which led to 
that result was in excess of the requirements of 
the case, and had been injurious to the peace 
of the Church, Their lordships also resolved 
“That this House, having regard ‘to the 
serious legal and constitutional difficulties in 


the case, regrets that it is precluded from 


approaching the Crown with a petition for 
the release of Mr. Green.” 


which came before the Upper House was 
a Board 


Another matter 
the 
of 
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Home 
THE MACKONOCRIE APPEAL. most proper for the offence proved. Not- 
The Judicial Committee of the Privy | withstanding what had been said as to the 
Council gave judgment, on the 22nd ult., in| second sentence, their lordships could not 
the appeal from a decision of Lord Penzance,/ assume it to be impossible that such a 
Dean of Arches, in the case of “Martin », | sentence could be pronounced, if the learned | 
Mackonochie,” which had been heard earlier | judge thought it sufficient, But if on the 
in the month before the Lord Chancellor, | case, as it now stood, a more severe penalty 
Earl Spencer, the Lord President, the Arch-| should be called for, the respondent might 
bishop of York, Lord Blackburn, Lori | have the opportunity of being heard against 
Watson, Sir Barnes Peacock, Sir James Han- | such sentence. Their lordships would, there- 
nen, and Sir R. Collier. The Ecclesiastical ! 
’ chester, and Lichfield. The present is the | as related to the matter complained of by the 
third suit by Mr. Martin against Mr. | appeal, and to remit the case to the Court 
) Mackonochie for excess of ritual at St. | below, to decree against the respondent such 
| Alban’s, Holborn. In April, 1867, the first | lawfal canonical censure or punishment as to 
suit was commenced; in May, 1874, the | that Court should seem best, 
second suit; and in January, 1880, the third ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
suit. In the several suits there had been 
suspension for offences against the ecclesias- 
tical law, and the respondent was condemned 
in costs, In the second suit Lord Penzance ; 
had decreed a suspension of three years, 
which had not been enforced by imprison- 
ment; and in the third suit the avowed 
object was to obtain a deprivation of the 
living, as Mr. Martin objected to im- | 
prisonment. Lord Penzance held that the 
articles in the third euit had been established, 
but declined to order deprivation, as the 
sentence of three years’ suspension had not 
been enforced by significant. Mr. Martin 
appealed to the Judicial Committee against 
this decision. 
The Lord Chancellor, after referring in 
detail to the circumstances which had given | 
rise to the appeal, said that from the judg- 
ment of Lord Penzance in June, 1880, and 
from the reasons assigned for it, their lord- 
~ ' ships found themselves compelled to dissent. 
It was no doubt within the discretion of the | 
judge to pass censure or punishment more or 
less lenient or severe, according to his judg- 
ment, but their lordships thought that the My 
thought that the identity of the promoter in 
both suits ought to make no difference. 
It was for the learned judge in the Court 
below to say what punishment would be| Missions in connexion with the great Church 
| | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Sufficient time had 


pil 


the society, to make their minds as to the 
work which has been done. For himself, be 
was inclined to call it not only a revision of 
the Authorised Version, but even more than 
that, a re-transia\ion, and, perhaps, in some 
respects more than that, it was a reconstruc- 
tion of the text from which that translation 
had to be formed. Mr. Slowan submitted 


; | the annual report, in which it was stated that 


during the past twenty-one years the National 
Society has grown in favour and usefulness. 
The annual revenue had grown from £8,000 
to £26,000, the auxiliary contributions from 
£931 to £8,105, the annual issues of Scrip- 
tures from 103,610 to 468,776. The amount 
annually expended on foreign work hadi in- 
creased from £731 to £13,127, the foreign 
circulation from 11,248 copies to 327,229. 
The total receipts in the twenty-one years 
‘had been £438,564, and the total issues 
6,578,781 copies. The auxiliary societies 
in Scotland now numbered 301, and have 


£16,691, including £9,388 of annual sub- 
scriptions and contributions from associations, 
and adding £9,701 of returns for Scriptu 
the total receipts had been £26,392. 


meek 


it 
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there are about seventy cities, towns, and | find that the interest and confidence which 
dimricts of England and Wales dealt with; bad been reposed in the society by the people 
their aggregete popolation being 3,629,200. of Scotland, year by year, seemed to be on 
It would appear from the first table that the the increase. During the year just expired 
attendances during the day (those | « most momentous event had taken place in 
A Revised Version 
| 
| 
~ percentage colama shows that the ratio of | 
. attendance varies very greatly in different | 
in some small places even higher. The returns 
from rural parishes are not numerous, bat | 
sach as they are (and they include about 100 | 
small towns and villages), they indicate that 
the majority of worshippers are Noncon- 
formista. The relative position of the several 
denominations is indicated in a separate table, 
and the following are some of the aggregate 
attendances: Church of England, 530,556 ; rT 
Wesleyans, 159,487, other Methodists, 
139,340; Congregationalists, 118,175 
Baptists, 114,032; Presbyterians, 20,578 ; 
Roman Catholics, 85,731; and Salvation 
Army, 72,387. Among the other sects | 
(which have a total of 88,724) are included 
Unitarians, Friends, Brethren, and others, 
bat it has been found to be impossible to 
distinguish them clearly, owing to the want 
of uniformity in the local returns. A further 
table describes the relative position of the ; 
Established Chureh and non-Established 
Churches, The former is credited with 
503,556 attendances, or 38°66 per cent. 
of the whole; the latter with 798,564 or 
61°34 per cent: It is mentioned asa proof | contributed this year upwards of £8,100. 
of the beneficialinfluence of these revelations, | The free income for the year had been - 
that in several places plans have already 
been set on foot for multiplying religious 
agencies, 
NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY OF SOOTLAND. 
The annual public meeting of the National | 
Bible Society of Scotland was held on the 
2nd ult, in the Christian Institate, Glasgow, 
under the presidency of Lerd Balfour. There 
The Chairman, in opening proceedings, | meuts. 
said that the society had row-ettsined on its | hand, showed 
present foundation the twenty-first year of its | home circul 
had: come of age: Itwas very port, and the 


concluded the proceedings. the extensive districts of hunting ground 
lying to the north of Canada, and between 
Hudeon’s Bay and the Rocky Mountains. 
The clerical obituary of the last few weeks | He pursued bis labours among the roving 
inclades the names of the Rev. W. Stone, | Indian tribes and the scanty English popule- 
Canon of Canterbury, and for upwards of | tion engaged in the factories of the Hudson's 
twenty-one years Treasurer of Canterbury | Bay Company in Rupert's Land, for a period, 
Cathedral, in his eighty-second year; and of | in all, of twenty-three years. The Rev. Dr. 
the Rev. William Cecil, fifth and only sur-| Robertson, Minister of New Greyfriars parish, 
viving son of the celebrated Richard Cecil, | Edinburgh, died on the 21st ult., at Cannes, 
in his nimetieth year. Mr. Cecil, who died | at the age of ty-six. He was, it is 


2, 


PERSIA. 7 
Bagdad, the famous capital of Mesopotamia, is, we learn, to be occupied by the Church 
visited by Mohammedans of the Shiah sect are in its immediate neighbourhood ; and as the 
Persians are Shiahs, thousands of them pass through Bagdad during the year. From it, as 


INDIA. 
In Tinnevelly the districts worked by the Church Missionary Society and the Society 


Conference of the missionaries of the two societies is held annually. The Minutes of the 
Conference held a year ago, on January 13, 1881, at. Palamcotta, under the presidency of 
Bishop Sargent, have only just been received. One of the subjects discussed is worth 
noticing. The Rev. A. Margoschia, a missionary of the S.P.G., reported “ an invasion of his 
district by Roman Catholic priests, who, in order to draw away his people, had started 
theatrical representations of sacred subjects, to which they invited the 8.P.G. Christians, 
showed them a great deal of attention when they came.” Mr. Margoschis asked the advice 
of the Conference as to what counter-attractions it would be desirable to offer. “The brethren 
generally deprecated the adoption of eacred dramas or Passion Plays, and spoke of* the evils 
of the Romish religious festivals or tiruvelars, which it seemed the priests themselves did not 
attend.” Magic lanterns were suggested, but some doubted whether they would interest the 
people. “Musical preachings” were generally approved. Bishop Sargent offered some 
judicious remarks on the whole subject of amusements.—Church Missionary Intelligencer. 

The Catholic Presbyterian says, that there is a “ Presbyterian Alliance” in India, with 
which thirteen different “ bodies” are connected. It appears by a letter from Principal 
Millar, of Madras, that, at a recent meeting, the Alliance unanimously resolved “that the 
training of native Presbyterian missionaries should be carried on in common,” and 
was advisable that a common theological seminary, with a staff of at least three or four 
ordained professors, under the control of the Council of the Alliance, should be set up at 
Allababad, “the most central of Indian cities, the seat of the Alliance, and having near 
it several great Presbyterian missions, hoth Scotch and American.” 

CHINA, 
The Rev. Luther H, Gulick writes from Shanghai, to the New York Observer : 


_ moves, notwithstanding all facts looking otherwise, The long telegraphic line is being 
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Maclagan, u.P., seconded the motion, which | Bayswater, expired on the 12th ult., at the 
) was adopted. A resolution expressing thanks | age of sixty-four. Mr. Hunter went out, 
| for the sup the y had received | when a young clergyman, as « missionary to 
at Longstanton, Cambridgeshire, of which he | the originator of { 
. was Rector, inherited many of the qualities | Edinburgh. The 
* of his distinguished father. The Ven. James | successor of the 
. years and a half Vicar of St. Matthew's, | President of the Baptist Union in 1879-80. 
| a base, it is hoped that missionary work may extend into South-Western Persia 
for the Propagation of the Gospel are contiguous—indeed, not only contiguous buat in some 
places very much mixed up together. With a view to promote unity of action in many 
| matters connected with the social as well as the religious life of the native Christians, a 
: 
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rapidly pushed forward between this and Pekin. A steamer, owned by Chinese, has been 
sent direct to London with Chinese freight, and she carries Chinese agents of Chinese firma, 
who purpose making the experiment of establishing themselves in London. The beginnings 
must be smal], and may include many mistakes, but who will safely predict the future of this 
attempt to meet the Englishman in England?! Meantime, the vivifying and conserving in- 
fluences multiply and take on new activity. There are now at work in China, 31 Protestant 
Missionary Societies from Earope and America, 17 British, 12 American, and 2 German. 
There are 305 British missionaries, 280 American, and 40 German’; making a 
625. Of these 221 are ordained mien (not medical), 27 are physicians (including 7 ordained 
men), 56 men are in other departments of lay service, 85 are single women (8 of whom are 
medical), and 236 are married women. A conference of the native Baptist in 
China was held during the past month in Shanghai. It was an event of special interest, that 
the venerable Dr. Dean, Baptist missionary to Siam, was present. He commenced his 
missionary work in 1836, in Southern China, and from there removed to Bankok. H 

JAPAN. 


The Buddhist dignitaries of Japan have taken alarm at the epread of Christianity, and 


Japanese Foreign Office. He starts with a preconceived idea that upon his return he will be 
enabled to improve the harmony between the people and the Government by the influence of 


The Zanzibar mail, received Jan. 18, brings news cf the arrival of the Rev. 

» Price at Zanzibar, on Dec. 9. He was most kindly received by the H 

a difficulty as to how to get to Mombassa, as the w.£. monsoon had set in, and a dh 
voyage would probably take twelve days for the 150 miles! The 


: 


wo 
the utmost gratification at all. he saw at the settlement ; everything 


BRITISH AMERICA. 
tes, on Ang. 4, from Mackenzie River, that he had just returned 
the remotest corner of his vast diocese to visit the Tukudh Mission. 

The 


the made there. wandering people can now generally 
the Scriptures in their own language, and are teaching one another, instead of being 
on Archdeacon McDonald’s visits. The Bishop begs for two more 
the Esquimaux, and one for the tribes on the Lower Youcon, in the 
United States Territory of Alaska. The former has been already provided by the 
despatch of the Rev. T. H. Canham last July.—Church Missionary Gleaner, 
THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS. 

The Rev. Dr. Forbes, of the Colonial and Continental Church Society, brings before the 
Christian public the case of the Rev. James Chambers, who has been labouring for six years 
in the Magdalen Islands. ‘‘ In the whole missionary field,” writes Dr. Forbes, “ there is no 
more isolated, lonely, or self-denying sphere. Lying in the entrance to the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, these isldnds face the stormy Atlantic. For six months in the year they are cut 
off from all communication with the mainland by an impenetrable barrier of pack-ice. 
Situated from ten to twenty miles apart, the scattered flock of some four or five hundred 
Protestants with their three churches can only be reached by the sea in summer and. by the ice 
-in winter. The missionary needs to be one of a thousand, a man who can Fandle a boat and 


go to windward in a bad sea, who can plunge into an opening between two fields of running 
ice and swim across as best he can. He should be able to face the snowstorm and freezing 


blast. He should have some medical knowledge, for there is no doctor on the islands. He 
should he content to be cut off from all the amenities of social life, for there are scarcely any 


consequent decline of Buddhism among al! classes of their countrymen. They have, 
accordingly, despatched Virtabake, a dignitary of high rank, to India, to inquire into the 
present condition of Buddhism in that empire. He will then visit Germany and England, 
to study what influence the religions of these countries have upon their own Government and 
people. He is two and travels under the of the 
Buddhism. 
CENTRAL AFRICA. 
8. 
in 
uw 
ho 
preceded him by two had a most of this mode of travelling, and 
working happily and prosperously. This is indeed a great mercy, and an answer, no 
doubt, to the many prayers offered up during the recent time of difficulty.—C.M. Intelligencer. 
Bishop Bompas wri 
from a long journey into 
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ing in the Alliance to make a decided ex- 
pression of ite sentiment on this subject. 
Hereupon the following minute was adopted 
with perfect unanimity : 


FES 

Bs 


THE 


To the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, u.p., 
etc., etc., First Lord of the Treasury. 

Sir—The Thirty-fifth Annual Conference 
of the British Organization of the Evangelical 
Alliance, recently held in Liverpool, adopted 
the following minute : 

“The Conference of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, having considered the subject of the 
Opium trade and the responsibility which 
rests on British Christians in counection 
therewith, resolve to request the Council to 
place before the Government the opinion of 
this Conference that the Government of India 
should take immediate steps for effecting a 
change in its policy in regard to this article, 
with a view of accomplishing, in concert with 

_. the Government of China, the complete ex- 
tinction of the trade in Opium.” 
_. In communicating this resolution the Coun- 


OPIUM TRAFFIC. 


vital religion, and their annual conferences 


tianity. 

The British members of the Alliance have 
on several occasions expressed their views’ 
upon the Opium question, and members of 
the society from all countries, assembled at 
their last International Conference, held in the 
city of Basel in 1879, emphatical’y declared 
their opinion that “this long established 
trade is a crying injustice against China, a 
cause of offence which deeply injures the 
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for the persecuted Jews of Rassia which | the Hebrews in the Russian Empire, and it 
| was 9 powerfally echoed throughout Great | was unanimously agreed that it was becom- 
“In the Pastoral Letter I have iseed, I 
have endeavoured to give utterance to our 
gratitude for the solemn protest against wrong, 
and for the brotherly love and tender pity to| “The Evangelical Alliance of the . 
which our Christian fellow-countrymen have years past successfully 
: given such forcible expression. brethren of the same faith 
remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
» men 
ae and in efforts to secure for all 
t of religious liberty, and 
UNITED STATES BRANCH. in mind, with gratitude to 
/¢ The Rev. Dr. Philip Schaff sends us the their labours in this holy 
following report of the annual meeting of ia, Turkey, and in the 
+ the United States Branch, with the minute Russian Empire, would 
, | adopted in reference to the persecution of unto God and the whole 
ee the Jews in Russia: On Monday evening, solemn protest against 
| January 30, the Evangelical Alliance of the ews in Russia, praying 
| United States held its annual meeting in and Isaac and Jacob, 
| Association Hall, New York, the Hon. W. E. of all men in His hands 
. Dodge, President, in the chair. The reports He will, that He will 
| of the last year were read by the Secretaries hearts of kings, 
and Treasurer; the officers for the ensuing 
| yeer were re-elected. After the usual busi- from imposing 
) ness the subject of the persecution of the restrictions or re- 
Jews in the Russian Empire was brought up | quisitions upon these people on account of 
| for consideration, and earnest speeches on the | their race or religious belief, and that the 
| subject were made by the Rev. Drs. Hall, | Jews may be permitted everywhere to enjoy 
| Bevan, Schaff, 8. I. Prime, Samson, Burling- | the same rights and immunities as other 
| | ham, Holme, General Clinton B. Fisk and | citizens or subjects while they submit them- 
| others, All the speakers deprecated in the | selves peacefully te the Government and 
strongest terms the outrages inflicted upon | institutions under which they live.” 
The following is the text of the memorial ; cil desire to remind you that the Evangelical 
from the Council of the Evangelical Alliance | Alliance is composed of Christians of all 
: to the Premier : countries, and of nearly all Churches holding 
the fundamental truths of Christianity. 
3 The members of the Evangelical Alliance 
3 take a deep interest in all matters affecting 
| afford frequent opportunities for the considera- 
tion of such questions, from the British point 
of view, while the international gatherings of 
the Alliance afford scope for a more com- 
hensive review of all that concerns Chris- 
4 | 
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WEEK OF 


of the observance of 
ve been received from 
It is impossible 
detail, to all of them, but we 


ts 
ba 


writes: In Berlin we took three capacions 
halla, in which, simultaneously, large gather- 
ings were held, On one evening the police 
had to restrict the numbers attending at the 
Evangelical Vereins House—fearing danger 
from over-crowding. Iv spite of the fatigue 
inseparable from it Her Majesty the Empress 
would not forbear being present at least on 
one evening at the meeting. Good i 
at Potsdam throughout the week. In Bran- 
denburg and North Germany more and more 
places unite with us in our Week of Prayer. 
In Magdeburg many blessed gatherings, the 
two General Superintendents taking the lead 
in the movement. We have reason to hope 
that the interest in the Week of Prayer will 
spread more widely through Germany. In 
Hamburg prayer-meetings are not confined 
to the first week in January, but all the 
year through, on a fixed day, they have a 
weekly meeting. 

Another correspondent reports that the 
Week of Prayer is obeerved in nearly all of 
the 1,600 ing stations of the Methodiet 
Episcopal Church, the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, and the Evangelical Association. 

Avstria.—From Vienna our correspondent 
reports: Numbers larger than ever, just as 
you put it in your invitation, have again at 
Vienna, during this year’s Week of Prayer, 
met one another at the throne of grace. 


PRAYER IN FOREIGN LANDS. 


day evenings from this time till 
France.—At Pau the meetings 


held on every day but one during the Week 
of Prayer; in the dining-room at the Misses 
Hubert’s school on Monday, Thursday, 
Saturday, and at General Kirby’s house on 
Wednesday and Friday. The numbers who 
attended were from forty to fifty. One result 
of the meetings, which were held here for the 
first time this year, has been the determina- 
tion to hold a meeting in the beginning of every 
month. The Misses Hubert have kindly offered 
the use of their large room for this purpose. 
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honour of the Christian name, both in | spectfully to urge, that, as the Government 
Christian and heathen countries, and that « | of a Christian nation, Her Majesty's Ministers 
change in the policy of England as regards 
the traffic is urgently necessary.” change in its as be calculated to > 
The Council therefore approach you in the remove the aw her oe upon our country 
pame of vast numbers of Christians of various in connection with the Opium trade, 1 
nationalities and of different Churches. It is On behalf of the Council we beg to sub- 
strongly felt that the Opium traffic is a scribe ourselves your faithful servants, - 
great hindrance to the spread of Christianity | (Signed) Pot warrm, President. 
in China and other countries, and that a | J. Fret, Maj.-Gen.,0.8.,) 
heavy responsibility in the matter rests upon | A.J, ARNOLD, 
Great Britain. Alliance House, 7, Adam St, Strand, 
The Council venture to submit, and re- | London. January, 1882. 
THE 
| tially little differing, sections of the Church of 
the Week of | Christ that flocked together round the com- 
many parts mon banner of faith and love. 
to refer, in In Buda Pesth the Week of Prayer was 
give the following extracts : held as in former years. It was a season of 
Grauawy.—Our correspondent in Berlin | much refreshing. The meetings, 
held every evening at seven o’ 
hall of our school building, 
attended. On the 6th, which 
the hall was crowded. There 
earnest prayer, and many stirring 
spoken. Many friends took p 
leading our devotions and in 
people. “It is good for us to he 
the utterance of many hearts, 
has received a fresh impulse. The meetings 
I 
time. Our French friends of the National 
and Evangelical Churches met each evening 
in the same place, and on Wednesday the 
French pastors took part in prayer at our 
service, as I did at theirs. " 
At St. Servan meetings MI prayer were 
have again hed the privilege of arranging 
and eonvening the meetings, and I can all the 
better, from personal observation, testify of 
the pleasant brotherly spirit that has per- 
vaded, both individually and_ collectively, 
among all the much varying, and yet essen- 


; st ane 


ing, and we are all glad that we 
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in 
| 
| took place on New nym. 
our calendar, The prayers. | 
with card-playing, drinking, and general /Uctcasionally 6 missionary or @ native church i 
merry-making. There was, however, a little member would offer a few remarks bearing - 
company who met every day, and united | on the topic in hand, but by far the greater 
| their voices with that of the Church Universal ' part of each meeting was given to prayer. 


i 


+ 


owe 
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different denomination. A missionary, who 
took part in the proceedings, writes to us 
“ We had a blessed season of prayer; we met 
as children of the same Father, an¢ ‘our 
Father’ was with us. It has had « uniting 
effect, and, as workers for God in different | 
missions, we have been drawn nearer one 
another. One result of our uniting for prayer 
was the proposal to meet on the first Monday 
im every month, to pray God to bless His 


of India ; Europeans, Eurasians, Asiatica, 
Americans. There were together Baptists, 
Presbyterians, United Presbyterians, English 


humble ourselves in the presence of God.” | 
In Bombay and other places united meet- 
ings were held daily. 
Cura.—The January Week of Prayer was 
observed in Shanghai. Monday to) 


munion Service in the cathedral, the usual 
service in the Union Church being omitted | 
to enable its pastor and members to take 
part in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
Among those who took part in this series of 
eervices were the Revs, Dr. Lambuth, Dr. 
Allen, G. Fitch, W. L. Groves, E. H. Thomson, 
W. Muirhead, and A.J. Bainford. The North | 
China Daily News in reporting the meetings | 


says 


was held last evening at Union 


« The first of the meetings of what is now | 
recognized as the Universal Week of Prayer | 
the 
epecial subject being Praise and Thanksgiving. | 


FE 


in 
that city, in harmony with the invitation of 
the Alliance, and they were felt to be times 


the Week of Prayer in the Moravian Church, 
St. John’s. We had good attendances at all 
the meetings, which we have reason to be- 
lieve were seasons of blessing to many. The 
addresses were given by the rarer 

e 


stations prayer meetings were held, with 
good and earnest congregations. . 

New Broyswick.—The branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance arranged for two series 
of meetings—at noon and in the evening, 
daily—following the Alliance programme of 
subjects, 

Canapa.—The Secretary of the Belleville 
Branch reports as follows: The Week of 
Prayer has been observed here for a number 
of years, and this year again we united with 
those in all parts of the world who call upon 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Each 
day, at noon, a meeting was held for one 
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Im the native church in connection with | The addres, a short but very earnest one, 
| our Baptist Mission too, similar services | was given by Bishop Bowman. We have 
were observed, and it is believed not without ee ee fact he mentioned as 
| benefit specially of notice. According to 
| | We learn that in Agra the Week of | statistics be had carefally taken from the 
it 
various native churches has 
doubled since the Missiona 
Tt was held here in 1877. Bi 
it expressed surprise mixed with 
+ fulness and pleasure at seeing 
attendance of taking 
| FH munity of Shanghai was making progress, 
4 as he believed most undoubtedly was the 
+ work, and all case throughout the world.” 
: matter, On From a correspondent in Canton we learn 
was quite a 
present fri | 
America; from | 
and Wales; f | of refreshing. 
Arrica.—A correspondent at Cape 
Coast writes: In accordance with the cir- 
| cular issued by the Alliance, special prayer 
| Episcopalians, American Presbyterians, Ame- | meetings were held in our chapel. They 
rican Methodists, Wesleyans, Congregation- | were well attended, and the interest was 
| alists, and some who represented no sect in kept up throughout. This is the first year 
ie: particular, but who love all ‘who love our in which these meetings have been held, 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.’ The service | and we trust that the earnestness which was 
4 was conducted in Hindustani and English. apparent is an augury of a year of glorious 
The subject was ‘self-abasement’ and ‘con- | success. ° 
fession of our sin.’ We felt we had much  Awricva—Our correspondent writes: I 
| cause for both, and trust we were enabled to am glad to be able to report that we observed 
: Saturday united meetings were held each ee 
13 evening in the Union Church, and on Sunday followed the subjects suggested by the Evan- 
evening, January 8, there was a United Com- | gelical Alliance. In most of our country 
| s 
a 


Dear Brethren,—We invite you to 
apart Priday, the 17th day of March 
(St. Patrick's Day), as a day of Special 
United Prayer for Ireland. 


ofso many prayers. As year passes after year, 
let us be encouraged by the assurance that 
God will hear our prayers and grant our 
requests, 

We have still, alas! to humble ourselves 
before God because of abounding iniquity, 
and the manifold evils which overspread the 
land. We deplore the continued agitation, 
prevalence of intemperance, covetousness, and 
resistance to lawful authority, the repudiation 
of just debts, the sympathy with crime and 
outrage, the frequent and brutal murders, 
the cruel injuries inflicted upon man and 
beast, the power of superstition, and the con- 
tinued rejection by so many of the Word of God. 

We deplore, at the same time, the many 


grievous errors which have so largely contri- |‘ - 


buted to our present difficulties. We confess 
our own sins and the sins of the Church. 
Weare humbled becanse of past unfaithfulness, 
the want of unity among the people of God, 
our conformity to the world, the lack of zeal 


im our Master's service, our apathy in the 
midst of those lying in darkness and the 


3 


blessing may rest upon every means of 

We also desire humbly to ex 

thankfalness to God for the existence 

ion of His Church ; for all the 

ings and privileges which we enjoy, 

the many tokens of the Divine favour vouch- 
safed during the past year. 


We ask you to unite with us in prayer 


with one accord, on that day, that all the 
events which are taking place may be over- 
good ; that God may look upon us 
in our time of trouble, revive His Ch 

and mercifully deliver this land for J 
sake. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 

Waveney, President. 

Bangor; E. Synge Hutchinson, Bart. ; 
Edward Saunderson ; Thomas M‘Clure, 
Bart.; Charles Gaussen; James H. 
Swanton; and Wm. B. Kirkpatrick, 
D.D., Vice-Presidents. 

J. Duncan Craig, D.D.; Thomas A. M‘Kee, 
p.p.; and Andrew C. Murphy, am, 
Honorary Secretaries. | 

- Charles H. H. Wright, p.v., Honorary 

J. Lambert Jones, Treasurer. 

David Mullan, 4.B., Secretary. 


RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN AUSTRIA. 


The fe communication. has been 


On January 24 I had a visit from dear 


received from an earnest though humble | Mr. J. B., from B., who came upon business 


Christian man in Bohemia : 


matters. In the evening six young men 
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hour, the Revs. D. Mitchell, A. Schuster, | On the Sunday evening a special service was 
and A. Campbell; Messrs. k. Richardson. | held in the City Hall, the Revs. Dr, Jaques 
A. G. Northrup, and James Ross presiding. | and S.J. Shorey giving addresses. A weekly 
Evening meetings were also held, when the | prayer meeting is also maintained by us : 
Reve. R. N. Borna, Dr. Jeffers, A. Turnbull, | during the winter season, and it is mach 
M. W. Maclean, and D. Williams presided. | enjoyed by a faithfal few. 
DAY OF SPECIAL. AND UNITED PRAYER FOR IRELAND, 
MARCH 17, 1882. 
The following invitation has been recently , shadow of death, and our consequent failare ) 
issued by the Council of the Irish Branch : 
To the Christian 
Lands. | 
set | 
next | 
and | of repentance may be given to 
For several years past an increasing num- | 
ber of Christian people in many parts of the ‘ 
world have united on this day in prayer and 
supplication on behalf of our country. The 
untoward circumstances which have made it 
for so long a time the subject of grave ' 
the attention of the people of other lands, 
bave also drawn towards it, with peculiar 
sympathy, the solicitude of many Christian 
hearts. Few countries have been the object 


-- 


v 


s 


called without being invited. I read to them 
from the Bible ; we sang together some hymns, 


young men, and ordered them to quit the room 
immediately, sharply intimating to them never 
to come again. My friend, Mr. J. B., having 


from my former letters that all 
who have been in any 
to answer for it at the district court, 
I have to submit to a trial as a distarber 
religion or proselytizer. I have 

any public or other meeting, but 
here my licence i 
have lived in a very quiet way. 


by the authorities. In spite 
of this the Roman Catholic B of Konig- 
gratz now claims it as his right to this 
infant, and the Government at Vienna hes 
decided in the last instance that the parents 
to yield to the Bishop's 
of the Government is, 


formerly 
Church, the child, on reaching its seventh year, 
will have to be taught religion by the Romish 


to decide what religio 
child shall receive ? and is it not highly invi- 
dious that that instruction should by compul- 
sion be put into the hands of an ecclesiastical 
party, which the parents have left for con- 
science sake? What reasonable or necessary 
connection is there between the teaching of a 
child six years hence and its baptism at this 
present date? Merkel, firm in his religious 
convictions and unmoved by any threats, has 
appealed to the highest Court in the realm, 
and the suit will be coming on within a few 
weeks. The friends of Evangelical Alliance 
will be interasied to hear that the learned and 
able Dr. Joseph Kopp, so well known to the 
deputation that came to Austria two years ago, 
has taken charge of the case, and learning 
that his client is but a poor man according to 
the estimate of the world, the generous lawyer 
has declined to take any remuneration. May 
God so direct the court of law that parenis 
may be permitted to briny up their children 
in the fear of the Lord, accurding to the teach- 


birth * ing of Holy Scripture. 


| DESECRATION OF THE LORD'S DAY IN GREECE. 
The Secretary of the Greek Branch writes | and painful to your readers generally. Un- 


as follows, from Athens: 


fortunately, the desecration of the Sebbath,. 


The following facts, will be: certainly new | though a source of great grief to all Christian: 
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and had blessed conversation. Suddenly 
| policeman and a gendarme entered. The 
. | policeman wrote down the names of the six 
. only an expired passport, was arrested and | must from its seventh to its fourteenth year 
: taken to the gendarmerie station. In Austria | receive some kind of religious instruction, con- 
i there is no longer any obligation to have a | sequently no child can be undenominational 
passport about oneself. My friend, an Aus-| (confessionless, as the legal term is) The 
it trian subject, lives only a few miles distant | parents of the infant in question having 
1 from here. From the gendarmerie station, 
i where the officer treated him with ridicule, he 
i was escorted to the district government, and 
i there not only was he protocolled but also the | priest. Consequently, so the argument is 
if policeman, as well as myself, who went to look | dragged on, the baby (aow sixteen months old) 
i after my friend. The officer of the district | must at once, within the next fourteen days, 
H government spoke to me as to a criminal, | as the order reads, be baptized by the priest. 
> All this would seem to clash with existing 
i laws, with divine prerogative, and with 
} human logic. Is it not prematare at this 
date to make provision for the religious 
| instruction of an infant only just a year old ? 
, Is it not presumptaous to take the right of 
education out of the hands of the parents, 
) upon whom the responsibility rests before 
| 
Gospel truth, that I have sung and prayed 
with them, I do not deny. Bat, it seems to 
me that in this country it is regarded as a 
crime to point souls to the Saviour. Pray 
for me ! 
The following statement is sent us from 
| Austria : 
AN INTERESTING LAWSUIT 
is shortly coming on in Vienza of a highly 
Bernhard Merkel, living with his wife in 
Bohemia, left the Romish Church on 3rd of 
September, 1880, and joined the Baptists. 
This fact was duly and formally registered. 
On the 11th of October of the same year a 
: daughter was born to them, and the 
| | 
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CHRISTIAN gidios AT BONN ON THE RHINE. 


For the last thirty years the Irish 
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painful, 
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the special purpose of 
ews. Dr, Graham, 
bas bee 
hapel 
in 
tenth, 
i pay a little rent, 
pol; the Christian 


the premises. 
It is generally known that Dr 


will gladly 


hands? Before be promised, Professor pepe 


one-tenth, of the | of an institution ; ah ee 


we therefore allow the suffice to secure 


lect 

pet, perape 

Mast 

fall into 
m 

in 

not 
offer to the Irish committee? If we could 


one-half of the sam required in ready is the President of the West German Branch 


bat pay 


£2,000 or £2,500—we would of the Evangelical Alliance, and the Secre- 


money—eay, 


do our best to meet the annual interest on taries of the British Organization 


the oo. ee ee We understand that receive and forward any coatributions towards 


letter was written one friend has oth ena 


‘ad 
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‘i here, bat obliged to | offered £200, another £100, Others have 
th in a restaurant) could | contributed in smaller sums upwards of £200 
i) their meeting-place. more. An American lady has aleo offered to 
| | one part of the property for the founding 
now 
| ‘ 
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